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i CHAPTER 1
: EARLY ENVIRONMENT

Tue ancestors of William Porcher DuBose were Norman-
French Huguenots. The first of the name, Isaac DuBose,
landed, with other Huguenots from France and Switzerland,
in 1686, in Charleston, S. C., and settled along the Santee
and Cooper Rivers—“This old French Colony still retains
more of the character of its origin than perhaps any other
in our country.”— There had been DuBose immigrants in
England about a century earlier, and the name of Pierre
DuBose is found among the Huguenot Petitioners, praying
that the authorities of Canterbury would assign to them a
place for the exercise of their religion. The petition, writ-
ten in Latin, is without date, and the Dean of Canterbury
‘is authority that it was presented during the later years of
*Queen Elizabeth’s reign. The Huguenot chapel in the crypt
ivof Canterbury Cathedral has for centuries been set apart
r the use of Huguenot refugees and their descendants.
There were three Isaac DuBoses in succession, and then
Samuel, third son of the third Isaac, and great-grandfather
William Porcher DuBose. Samuel, a captain commis-
“isioned by Gen. Francis Marion, married Elizabeth Sinkler,
d from them came a succession of Elizabeths (Betsies, as
~were affectionately called), whose intellectual brilliance
nd spiritual power very largely moulded the lives of their
tions. Samuel DuBose, son of the Captain, was born
85, and married Eliza Marion, a double miece of
cis Marion, and granddaughter of his brothers, Job
abriel. She died shortly after the birth of her only
Theodore Samuel Marion DuBose, the father of Dr.

3

)

e



jo Aprwrey a3 1oy spoof rpuy oyl 01 ‘asinod jo ‘Aidde jou

soop sy, “Ajddns jou prp sedinosar [einieu se [eroYew

mer yons Ajuo Juidnq— ‘aeam [euoszad pue asn uorieyuerd
10} [njpasu Suryiop pue syudwa[dwr 2y J@s31 J0J painioey
“MURW AJTUNTWWOD 5Y3 1] §,950gN(] "I\ JO ISO[d Iy} 01 Is0W
-V [00Yds pue AJIUNWIWOD [EDIUBYDAW puUE [eininoide
ue pue Aqmuey reyprened ® yloq sem uonwmued oyj,
*SINIOM
[end[noide 93 03 suossa [eanead ur pasngip 2q 01 ‘“Apmis
$ 12ISEIAL A1) 219M sas1eax) [eaninowide oy, “1ofunof oy jo
uonenaidde 19139 21 10§ s1opp Jo Arejusurmon oy pue uon
-BSIDAUO0D YSno1y suorssassod [euosiad A[pIAlA pue sremnur
arow [[1s opeut Juraed L1949 1e pue ‘Surusd ue Jo IPID
Afrurey oy) Ul pno[e PEdI UNJO ‘P[OYISNOY SIY JO UOISSIS
-sod uowwod a3 s19m soIsse[d oy, uonEIUSwWILIAdXD [eUOS
-1ad s1q 3o sp1ooax Aq paruoworddns ‘Aep umo sty Jo asoyy 0
suonedorqnd 3s91[182 9y} w0y ‘91ed pue SUISTEI Y003 PUE IM)
-[n2 yuerd uo sasnesny ‘Ansod pue asoxd Jo sossep A YIM
pafSurm snyy Arexqiy sty -s1s93 eoroead jo $3115s Jurpua
19A9U ST YIIM 2INIBU JO JeY) A10IJBIOQE] ST pue ‘90usniadxa
S51085209paxd sy pue UMO SIY JO IMSII SYI SEM 2DUIIIS ‘SIE]
xed e jueirodwir os sdeid Aroreroqe] [edmmayd oyl Yorym
ur ‘Aepol Jo JBYI JOU SEM DUDIDS SIY JBYI SN} ST 3] PUILI
PI3STLI) ISOUL PUE 1$21LIP OS[E JWEIDQ I WOYM 0) pue ‘A[rurej
uonejuerd sty pasodwod oym sSuraq wewny 9y o puaLyg
I$2Ie0U puUE IDUTRI] PUE IdDPEI] 2y se Aniqisuodsal siy
1153 A1desp oym Lrpiqe 1218 3o 10jensuTwIpe uE pue OUDIIS
STY PIAO[ OUYM I2UWLIE] DYIIUIIOS B IOQ SEM Isogn(] "IN
"2pnITie] Y3 01 payns sureid o)
P21049p 2Iom ‘uomneiueld o3 ParoasIq pue PIIIPIO] TYIIYM
'SUWIRANS OM) 211 uodn spue| woNOQ AIYM ¢ BIIE 101100 A1)
2UIEBII( ‘2ST JO AINIUD B JO 18I] PUE IEIM IYJ DUEBISYIIM O)
se osogn(y I AQ PaoRII) A[[EdYNULIS OS ‘Spue] [[IY YL,
"POOJ M $2018aN o ATturey uonejuerd Surwosy oyy ysw
-ing o) aurms pue dasys O[11ed puE ‘uLIR) DY) I0F SI[NUI ‘Dsn
Arrurey 1oy seszoy papoolq Arddns 03 “y01s Jo Susrex aty 10§

[eapr sem eore otrrerd oy, ‘sdom pooj pue ureid jo ainino
o1 03 pred sem uwonuane [ewads ‘odfy reypreined sy jo
Ayunuwod Surureisns-jas e sem uoneueld A1943 2ours puy
‘qmog 1ey a1 jo ,dow Asuowr,, oiders oy swodaq mou
PeY pue ‘91033q siedhk oF oswos 2ours ‘oSipur Sumerdar sem
uono) Auofo) BUI[OIE) S JO PUER[YINOS Y3 0IUI IDULL]
w01y uonejuedsuRn Iyl 90UIS PIWOISNIOE UIIQ PEY
A[rurey ay3 yorym 03 Suruiiey payIsIaatp 213 01 pardepe 411093
-12d sem I]  so10® parpuny say-A1uamy moqe jo 1od & Sur
-wI0 om3 3y ‘spuef 1y Aep-pues pue arrrerd oswip Surppox
usamiaq papiatp Lqrenba sowre wonejuerd [nynnesq e sem
uolBuruIIE] ‘OIOQSUUIAY JO YIIOU Sa[rux-or “7y g ‘Ajunon
pPreyirey ur ‘uoydurumrey ‘Anunopn-dpn 91 Ul suwoy Jjusu
-euriad 1515 sy JySnoq ssogn(y "Iy AWM JWES Y INOQY
"BIqUIN[OD) UT YSLIEJ SIY WOIJ P[OJ 2] JO SI9QUIaWT
Pa191jeds 93 PoAIS oYM ‘puBYS 1939 AY Y Aq pazn
-deq ‘@snopyy 11non I Ul ‘I91J8 U00S pPUR ‘UIOQ SEM IsOgn([
IPypIog WeIIp Jeyd ‘9881 ‘it udy uo ‘orayl sem I
«'B3S 9731 01 UYDIRIA,, SIY WOIJ pIEMIIIou
TUSWDAOWL STY UO UBULIYG [RIDUIS) 10 I23e[ sivlrenbpeay
sem uuy awres ayJ, ‘Auofon a2y jo ixed jeys 01 uSredwen
SIY U0 USYM $1911enbpEdy Se SI[EMUIOT) PIOT PoAISS pPeY
{oIYyM UU] SNOTPOUITIOD 9I0UWI B 01 100D IX3U PUE J9313§ UTEUI
oY} UO SeM ‘PI0OD2I 01 JUNSIIAIUT ST IT ‘ISNOY PIIUAL STYT,
Pwoy mou jusuenwiad ' 103 pordadsord oy oousym ‘oreag
o3 jo reade) 9 ‘erqunjon) jo yirou safrur of IMoqe ‘010q
SUUIp ul swoy Arezodwd) e pajusr 9  Anunon-dn oy 03
Asumol saneropdxa ue spem ‘Arurey sty M Fsogn( IA
pue ssore yiesy jo swa[qoid ‘Toadmoy Oy Aqrurey 1oty
ur Apreg  AQUNOD-MOT SYI UI $9IBISI DAISUIIXD pa3tIayur
o1dno> Sunok ayy pue ‘Ayiream s1am sarpiurey Yrog asogn(y
WPUIS aqezi[y pue [Pnwes jo IySneppueid ‘loyorog
oue[ ‘ursnod Is1y SIY parurewr oY Swoy winjax sty uodn
"2jeWIssE ' Zuraq ‘eurjoxen)
[oN jo ‘uosuryly doysig ‘Aysroarup) ofex pue Awapedy
93piIed e pajEINPD SEM [oNWES 2I0POAYL, -Isogn(]

4 INTWNOYIANT ATIVH

ALITVTS J0 TTISOdV NV 2



6 AN APOSTLE OF REALITY

the Manor House. Accordingly the community was organ-
ized for the care of the ever growing plantation family.
Children were coming into the family and midwives were
trained under the direction of the Plantation Doctor, while
nurses for the Day Nursery were carefully supervised by
the Mistress of the Manor, or “Big House,” as it came to
be called by the Negro servants. The sick must be cared
for, and a sick room was set apart for those, surprisingly
rare, cases for which home facilities were inadequate. Cloth-
ing was ever in demand, supplied from the “Weave House,”
with its carding, spinning and weaving activities, and a sepa-
rate establishment for the making of garments, especially
of those who had not yet set up housekeeping. And so, too,
the shoes were for long made by trained workmen from
hides cured and tanned by the wearers. For all, milk, vege-
tables and delicacies were abundant, and for their proper
care and serving to day nursery and sick-room inmates,
trained workers were successively at -hand.

About the patriarchal family life, with its round of duties
and happy social twilights, a steady, quiet religious influ-
ence was thrown by Mr. and Mrs. DuBose, and by their chil-
dren as they grew in age and grace, through Bible reading
and teaching, as by example in Godly living. Some were
members of “The Big House Church,” many more members
of denominations of Methodist and Baptist communions.
Sunday was in reality “Preaching Day” and “Prayer Meet-
ing Day.” The sacredness of marriage was instilled, and
very generally the Bride was adorned for her wedding by
the “Missus” or “Young Missus” of the “Big House.”

In its organization as an agricultural and mechanical com-
munity, the plantation was a school of training in which
the field, the stable, the shop furnished both the means of
production, and the clinic of experimental teaching under
trained foremen selected from the workers themselves.
Workers in iron, steel and wood who showed unusual gifts,
received additional training through their apprenticeship
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under skilled white mechanics and carpenters from whom

they “learned the trade.” Their accomplishments included

the making of horse-shoes, plow points and shears, steel sad-
dle stirrups, cabinet making, house building. Their handi-
work covered the gamut of plantation needs, and many
beautiful, prized products of the shops of the old era still

" remain. Farmington was thus both beautiful in its setting

on the big Wateree Creek, and thoroughly and successfully
organized for the purposes of its owner.

Farmington had been the winter camp of the Wateree
Indians since an unknown past, who continued to occupy
the site, near a bold spring of water, for a season each year,
long after Mr. DuBose acquired it. There they made their
arrow heads from a quartz ledge jutting out from the rock
below, their bows and arrows from iron-wood and other
timbers of the Wateree bottoms while trading their earthen-
ware for provisions,— corn, wheat, tobacco and cloth. From
them the Creek received its name, and where the Creek
enters the Catawba River its iame became Wateree until
uniting with the Congaree it flows through the region of the
Santee Indians and received a new name from that tribe.

" In the making of character, it is difficult rightly to evalu-
ate the influence brought to bear in the successive periods
of what is so mystical and spiritual a process. Certain it is
that the unconscious impress upon childhood, the most im-
pressionable period, can hardly be overvalued. The funda-
mental lessons of life are learned in this early period at the
family table, by the family fireside and at the family al-
tar. Innumerable applications of them may and will be
made as the varied experiences of life bring them into play.
They may and will become the theme of personal philoso-
phies of life. But the lessons, in primitive essence, are the
indelible impressions of the child period of character mak-
ing. This assuredly is true of the life of the Farmington
community, in which the science of life was the absorbing
quest,— the science of natural life and that of human life
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~corollary to the science of relational life, by and through

which the purpose of the loving Creator and Father for the
works of His hands can alone be fulfilled. The extant let-
ters of Mr. DuBose clearly indicate the profound religious
philosophy which dominated his own life, and directed the
duties and relationships of those, in the providence of God,
committed to his care and guidance.

Farmington, in its sparsely settled environs and far from
the county seat, was of necessity its own cultural center.
Under the guidance of its Master, university trained, and
his cultured wife, the home was both school and church,
and the children grew into its dual character and were cul-
tured by it without thought that the spirit of home could
be otherwise. It was in this period that Mr. Samuel DuBose,
- growing old and seeking a summer home in a more invigor-
ating climate, bought a plantation near to that of his son.
Shortly after, Samuel, his son by a second marriage, estab-
lished himself at Dovecot, a plantation across the Wateree
Creek from his older brother, Theodore. Thus the circle
of cultural influence was greatly enlarged.

It was in this environment that the boy, William Porcher,
awoke to consciousness and spent the periods of childhood
and boyhood. For while, in his eighth year, his father
bought a second home, Roseland Plantation, within three
miles of Winnsboro, the life and habits of home were the
same. The environment was in no way changed save as
it was enlarged to supply the demands of the growing years
of the children. At one time a lady teacher, at another a
man, had been employed at Farmington for the early train-
ing of the children. A deciding motive for the move to Rose-
land was that the boys might receive the advantages of the
Mt. Zion College in Winnsboro.

Of the new home, Dr. DuBose, in his memoirs, gives his
first impression as a child eight years old. “We drove away
(from Farmington) in the carriage to a place some three
miles from Winnsboro and there my father pointed out to

me a new home, Roseland. I remember distinctly, as we
- got to the front gate, there was an immense garden filled
~with trees. At that time it was not cared for, the place being
_idle, but we trimmed it up and made it beautiful. Roseland
~became a sort of Mecca. Then began my school days.”
Roseland was indeed a Mecca, to which scores of relatives
and friends from Charleston and St. John’s Berkeley were
~«drawn for the summer season to the full capacity of “Big
- House” and smaller cottages in the capacious grove. It was
also the home during the school session of a number of
 the Low-Country cousins attending Mt. Zion College.
It was at this time, about 1842, that the St. John’s Colony
in Fairfield was augmented and much strengthened by the
~coming of Mr. David Gaillard with his large family to
Winnsboro, and the Palmers and Thomases to the near-by
- Fairfield village of Ridgeway. It was a ripe occasion for
the establishment of the Church, and, accordingly, in 1843,
the Parish of St. John’s Fairfield was organized, named for
the Low-Country home of the founders. It was quite in
-accord with the custom of the fathers, that two St. John's
- Churches should represent the Parish, one at Winnsboro
built by the DuBoses and Gaillards, and the other at Ridge-
way built by the Thomases and Palmers, and later named
St. Stephens. The Thomas family was the direct descendant
~-of Parson Thomas, Rector of old Goose Creek Church of
- 8t. John’s Parish in its earliest years. Mrs. DuBose was the
~direct descendant of the first Senior Warden of old Dor-
chester Church, destroyed in the Revolutionary War, while
all the families were direct or collateral descendants of Par-
“son Thomas. '

St. John’s Winnsboro was built at the northern limit of
the town, convenient to the families living on plantations
veyond it. The site afforded sheltered hitching ground for
those who habitually travelled by carriage or on horseback.
This first St. John's was designed and built by the Rev.
John D. McCullough, whose long ministry of quite 6o years
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was devoted to the building of the Church in the Up-Country
of South Carolina. No call from the task to which he felt
God’s consecration could ever tempt him. To St. John's,
Winnsboro, was presented one of the three bells which com-
posed the chimes given to Old Dorchester Church by Queen
Anne. Another was given to St. Paul’s Church, Charleston,
—1in both cases the gift was made to congregations composed,
in part, of descendants of the extinct Dorchester congrega-
tion. Unhappily, St. John’s was destroyed in the War be-
tween the States, the intense heat melting the bell, of which
nothing was left but the clapper and unusable fragments.
Serving the congregation from time to time was the Rev.
Josiah O’Bear, who, with his cultured family, came down
from New England about 1840, secking and happily finding
health. Though others were Rectors, Rev. Mr. O’Bear
served in the interim, and about 1872 was himself the re-
vered Rector until his death.

10

CHAPTER 1II
SCHOOL DAYS AND HOLIDAYS

“TuEN began my school days.”« In his memoirs Dr. DuBose
says: “I can scarcely remember those first school days, but
I do remember that I first went to a woman’s school — that
of Mrs. Atkinson. At the end of the year I took my first
prize in scholarship. I led the whole school and got as a
prize a book, ‘G and H'’s First Reader.” It was admirable
and I read it to pieces.” It was probably soon after this
experience that the big occasion of entering Mt. Zion came.
In his memoirs this is approached with the vividness of a
boy’s fresh experience. “As I came out of my room one
morning my mother pointed to a beautiful little saddle and
bridle hanging on the banister. I was perfectly entranced.
My dear mother tried to suggest that I say ‘thank you,” but
I was entranced. I couldn’t. A little later, a beautiful
mare, Bagatelle, arrived from Farmington for me. This was
my first horse.” _

Little boys rode tired mules bareback, and horses wise
and gentle in age-long training. Here was a thoroughbred
colt of his own generation, as horses and boys develop. “This
is my horse” for the first time bursting from a boy’s lips,
conveys an intoxication of joy into which only those can
really enter who have experienced such a boy-horse heaven.
‘Then followed the initial session of awesome school life, the
utual training of horse and boy, before they would be
ady to assure prompt attendance upon Mt. Zion, or even
eir arrival at all on its campus. “I had never tried a
ddle before, and it gave me great difficulty. I slipped off
any times until at last they told me that every time I fell
I would get a switching. I never got the switchings, as
urned out, but I did get the falls. At last, however, I
armed to stay on! All this was preparatory to school.”

11
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46 AN APOSTLE OF REALITY

through the mountains of North Carolina, for which he also
promptly prepared. With his sister, Mrs. Porcher, and her
little daughter, Augusta, he drove first to White Sulphur
Springs in North Carolina. There they spent three weeks,
drinking and benefiting by the water, the sister, no doubt,
keeping strict watch. The result was the return home of

" Mrs. Porcher and her daughter, while DuBose resumed his

camping trip by stage through the mountains.

Such an outing, in that invigorating climate, not only
served its purpose well in initiating a restoration to health,
but was also the occasion of chance meetings with delightful
people of the Carolinas, many of whose lives were interwoven
with his own in succeeding years,—as, for example, when in
Asheville he enjoyed the delightful voice of a Miss Scarbor-
ough, daughter of a wellknown artist of Columbia, S. C., who
had painted the portrait of his father, Mr. Theodore DuBose,
—and several years later knew her as the wife of his cousin,
Dr. John DuBose, of Clarendon and Ridge Spring.

The list of the summer’s meetings would be. too long to .

record,—save one which marks an epoch in his life. The
outing was drawing to a close with a visit to his friends,
Thomas Gadsden and Professors Trapier and Hanckel, who
were recreating at Johnston’s Settlement on the Upper
French Broad River. In a hired vehicle DuBose set out
upon his mountain journey, and late on a beautiful summer
evening entered through a narrow pass into an exquisite
valley, watered by a stream which tumbled through the gap
and flowed through the middle of the brilliantly flower-strewn
valley. As he drove slowly along “about forty miles out of
the world, there came the sound of singing, gradually swell-
ing, and at a sudden turn in the road I met a wagonload of

. young people, a few of whom I knew.”

There were a number of Low Country families summer-
ing in this elevated valley. In company with Miss Sarah

- Trapier, daughter of the Professor, DuBose paid a visit to

Charleston friends staying at an inn kept by Mr. and Mrs.
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Ewing. On the way Miss Trapier entertained him with in-
formation concerning the guests at the Inn,—the Gadsdens,
the Johnstones, the McCords and the Peronneaus. She was
particularly eloquent in her account of her very dear friend,
Miss Nannie Peronneau, and disclosed the fact that two
clergymen (afterwards' DuBose’s dear friends) had addressed

‘Miss Nannie. But she added: “Nannie Peronneau will
- never marry; she is too good to marry.” Miss Nannie’s

father had been a prominent lawyer of Charleston ; his health
had failed and he was confined to an invalid’s chair. His
daughter had devoted herself to her father to the exclusion of

- all else to the end of his life, which had come quite recently.

DuBose spent the close of his summer outing at the Ewing
Inn, and there met the Peronneaus at table. His reminis-
cence is vivid, yet restrained:

“At this table, literally at the first sight of Nannie Peron-
neau, my fate seemed determined. I remained there a week,
walking, making little excursions, visiting with the young
people. Up to the moment of that visit, I had thrown off
the indisposition that sent me to the North Carolina moun-
tains. Apparently well, I never could walk or take exercise.
On the first walk or two I felt that lassitude, but it passed
away, and I may say I became well in that week. You may
depend I made good use of my week, though I did not pay
her particular attention.” This was the beginning,— the
happy ending was long postponed by tragedies. At the close
of the week he returned home for a brief visit, and in
October, 1860, entered upon the second year of preparation
in the Seminary at Camden.

This, again, was a year of interruptions,— in which the ex-
periences of sacred studies and contemplation ; the winter
recess coincident with, the political excitement of the Seces-
sion Convention in Charleston and the signing of the Ordi-
nance of Secession on the one hand,—and the tender,
exhilarating excitement of courtship in the same city, Charles-
ton, on the other; the return to study, and then the rude,
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